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ISTHMIAN CANAL
COMMISSION REPORT.

Most Practicable and Feasible
Route For a Canal.

COST OF NICARAGUA ROUTE.

Tlio Estimates In Excess of Any Heretofore
Minie on Account uf Increuseil Dimen¬
sions mid Other Features-Condition
of Construction Work Already Perform¬
ed,-Estimated Cost oT tlio UKTeront Di¬

visions Panama Itouto Benefits Thai
Will Accrue to the V. S. From Canal,

(By Te'egratdi to Virginian-Pilot.)
Washington, Dee. 4..The report of

the Isthmian canal commission, sub¬
mitted by the President to congress to¬
day, gives us the unanimous conclu¬
sion ot that body that "the must prac¬ticable and feasible route for an isth¬
mian cunal, under the control, manage¬ment und ownership ot the United
Stales, is that known as the Nicaraguaroute." The commission estimates tho
cost of this route at $200,640,000. This
estimate is much in excess of any here¬tofore made, and Is duo to increased di¬
mensions und other features not here¬tofore considered.,'The commission also
estimates the cost of u canal by the
Panama route at $142,342,570, accordingto one route, or $150,378,258 according to
another route. As between the .Nica¬
ragua and Panama route the commis¬
sion sums up ;i number of advantagesfavorable to the former.

It slates also that under the conces¬sion given by tin: government of Col¬ombia to the Panama Canal Companythat government Is not free to grant
the necessary rights to the United
btalcs, except upon conditions made bythe company.

Till': N1CARAGUAN ROUTE.
Along the Nicaragua it was fount]

that the ..-hurt sect Ion of partially con¬
structed canal Is perhaps in as goodshape to-day us It was when tin: work
was stopped.
The buildings, however, are nil rotti nand the dredges, boats, etc, are worth¬

less. Tiie commission visited PresidentZelaya and other leading officials ofNicaragua ami found them greatly In¬
terested in the project. The occupa¬tion of their territory by the UnitedStates for canal purposes did not seemto be regarded as a serious obstacle,provided the sovereignty of the repub¬lic was respected. Along the Panama
route the commission found a largeforce of workmen engaged upon thocunal line, about 2,Ono in number, ac-cording to the Panama Company. Thocanal had been opened to some ex¬tent at both ends.
No value should be given to theplant now on the Isthmus. A visit wasalso made to President Iglcsias, ofCosta Rica, and his cabinet., and a

strong sentiment found to exist for anAmerican canal along the Nicaraguaroute. Trips were also made along theDarleri route.
DIMENSIONS.

The commission having in mind theIncreasing size been n-going vessels,it was determine 1 to hx upon a depthof thirty-live feel at mean low water
and a bottom width of 150 feet, with
some Increase m dimensions at certain
points. Tticsc dimensions are largerthan those proposed for any previouscanal scheme.
A width ol 150 feel will allow all but.

tho very largest ships to pass each
other in the cnnal, while the locks ate
of a dimension to permit even thelargest ships alloat to be manoeuvred.
The size of locks Is 7|t) feet length, 81
feet width, in the clear, with a depthof 3r, feet.
The Nicaragua route adopted follows

essentially the lines laid down by the
Nicaragua canal commission in Its re¬
port of 1897-'09. It begins near Grey-töwn. on the Atlantic side, follows the
Kan Juan river, enters Unke Nicaraguaand terminates at Rrlto, on the Pacific
side. The distance from ocean to ocean
is about 180 miles. Plans are given for
the great harbors required at Grey-town nnd Brlto. The most difficult
engineering work is the dam across
the Sun .luan river to regulate tho
water of tho lake, on whose construc¬
tion hinges largely the time required
to build tho canal.

TIM13 OP BUILDING,
The commission says tight years

would probably be a reasonable esti¬
mate for the time of building It. At
least two years will be consumed in
preparatory work anil opening a har¬
bor at Oreytown, so that 1!" work on
the dam should be commenced imme¬
diately thereafter the time required for
completing the entire work 'will bo
about ten years.

ESTIMATED COST.
The commission then submits the fol¬

lowing estimated cost of a canal on the
Nicaragua route:
Eastern division (from Greyton to

Boca San Carlos dam) $82,662,000.
Middle division (from Boca San Car¬

los dam to Las Lajas), $25,426,000.Western division (from Las Lajas '.o
Brito), $51,680,000.
Eighty-nine miles of railroad.350,000.
Total. flC7.117.000.
Engineering, police, sanitation, and

general contingencies. 533,123.000.
Aggregate, $200,540,000,
This estimate presides for a double

system of locks, but n single loi kage
system would reduce the cost $19,678,-000. Narrowini; the bottom one-third
will permit a further reduetion of $10.-
049.000. This would bring the estimated
cost clown to $163.913.000.

THE PANAMA ROUTE.
Concerning the Panama route, the

commission says Its natural attraction
lies in the combination of a very nar¬
row Isthmus with a low summit. The
estimated cost of construction totals
$118,618,816, while tho engineering, po¬
lice, sanitation, and general contin¬
gencies swells the aggregate estimate
to $142,342,579.
This estimate Is capable of reduction

to $116,041,216 if single locks and a nar¬
row bottom are adopted. An alterna¬
tive estimate Is submitted, based on
having the Alhajuola dam built to Im¬
pound the water of the upper Chagres,
This estimate is $166,378,258;
The commission reports that the val-

uo of tho French work already done la
estimated at $33,934,463.

RECEIPTS TO ACCRUE.
It is estimated that the tonnage that

would use the canal will amount to 7,-030,027 tons In 1U01).
The report says:
"As compared with Europe the Uni¬

ted States will derive from the canal
fur greater benefits, both commerciallyand industrially. The canal once
opened, our trade with the west coast
of South America will rapidly increase,
as will also the volume of our trade
with the Orient. The amount of the
American commerce through the canal
will quickly surpass the total amount
of Europe's trutlic.
"An isthmian canal will strengthentho unity of the national and political

interests of tho United States and pro-moto its commerce and industries.
"By bringing the eastern and west¬

ern sections of our country into closer
relations, l>y reducing the time and
cost of transporting our western pro¬
ducts to Europe and by enabling the
eastern, southern and central states to
reach the raw materials and markets
of Pacific countries cheaply and ex-
pedltlously the canal will more fully
Identify political and social intercourse
und quicken the Indüstral activity of
every section .of the tinted states. The
manufactures of eastern and southern
slates, the cotton from the south, etc.,
will How out to the foreign countries
in an Increasing volume."
The commission's final conclusions

follow:
"The estimated cost of building tho

Nicaragua canal Is about SöS.OOO.OOQ
more than that of completing the Pa¬
nama canal, leaving out the cost of ac¬
quiring the latter property. This mea¬
sures the difference in the magnitude
of obstacles to bo overcome in the ac¬
tual constructions of the two canals,and covering all physical considera¬
tions.
"The new Panama Cnnnl Companyhas shown no disposition to sell its

property to the United States. Should
that company !><. able and willing to
sell there Is reason to believe that thoprice would not be such as would make
the total cost to I ho United Slates less
than that of tho Nicaragua canal.
TIME OF PASSAGE THROUGH

CANAL.
"ll. The Panama canal, after comple¬tion, would bo shorter, have fewer

locks and less curvature than the Nlc-
nrgua canal. The measure of these ad¬vantages is the time required for a ves¬
sel lo pass through, which is estimatedfor an average speed at twelve hours
for Panama and thirty-three hours forNicaragua.
"'Hi the other hand, tho dlstanre

from San Francisco to New York Is 377
miles: to New Orleans fi79 miles andto Liverpool 4Sf. miles greater via
Panama than via Nicaragua. The time
r< quired to pa.ss over these distances
being greater than tho difference In thetime of transit through th canals, theNicaragua linos, after completion,would be somewhat the more advan¬
tageous of the two to the UnitedStates, notwithstanding the greater
cost of maintaining 'he longer canal.

CONCESSIONS.
"IIT. The Government of Colombia,In which lies the Panama canal, has

granted an exclusive concession, which
slill has many years to run. So far as
can be ascertained, the company Is notwilling to sell its franchise, but It willallow the United States to become the
owner of part of its stock. The com¬
mission considers such an arrangementInadmissable.
"The Governments of Nicaragua andCosta Itlca. on the other hand, are un-

trnmmeted by concessions."

TEMPtWANCE WOMEN-
SECOND DAY OP THEIR NATION¬

AL CONVENTION.
(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)
Washington, Doc. 4..The Woman'sChristian Temperance' Union conven¬

tion In session here to-dae adopted res¬
olutions ngainst the army canteen and
prepared a petition to the President;another l,o congress, and identical peti¬tions to all of tin: great powers against
the sale of lire-arms and the Importa¬tion of liquor and opium Into the Phil¬ippine Islands or the island possessions
of the other powers addressed. Thepetition io Jhe President pointed out
that it has been the policy of America
to forbid the sale of intoxicants to the
Indian tribes, and that England, who
had the greatest experience among all
of the colonizing powers of the world,had been forced to adopt a prohibitionpolicy in her colonies in Africa andelsewhere! The convention therefore
risks that the President, either through
the war department or the Philippinecommission, shall extend the prohibi¬
tion law of the Indian territory so as
to take lo tho Philippine Islands.
A petition to tho senate urges theratification of the pending treaty for

the protection of Central Africa
against intoxicants.
A petition also was drawn up to

Great Britain, Prance, Spain. Holland,Belgium. Sweden Norway. Denmark,
Hungary. Greece. Russia, Turkey. Per¬
sia and Japan, asking for an interna¬
tional treaty that will forbid the sale
of intoxicants, opium and firearms
in all Islands and other regions inhab¬
ited chlelly by aboriginal tribes.

A DISASTROUS WRECK.

BIGHT PERSONS KILLED AND
TWENTY WOUNDED.

»Py Tcicgrnph to Vlrginlan-Pllot.»
Sacramento, Co!.. Dec. 4..A work

train, carrying i:s crew of between
twenty-live and thirty track repairers,backed Into a freight ffain a few min¬
utes east of Stiixam, on tin- Southern
Pacific road, to-day. and In the wreck
which followed eight men were killed
and twenty more injured, many of
them seriously. #Prom tile meagre reports received It
npi ears that the freight train had the
right-of-way and was running at fiill
speed in order to meet and puss an¬
other freight at Sulzam. The work
I rain should have been on a siding and
was making for .It at n good rate of-
Si.I when it collided with the freight.
A heavy f"ir ^*;is prevailing and It whs
possible to discern objects for only n
short distances so the shook of the col¬
liding trains was terrific. All the cas¬ualties are reported to be among the
men of the working crews, as tho en¬
gineers and firemen jumped and saved
themselves.'
ever 200 feet of track was torn up

and tin? car;1 were smashed and piled
upon each other in every conceivable
shape,

FRENCH TALKS WAR
WITH ENGLAND.

General Mercier Causes Deep
Sensation in the Senate.

THE PRESIDENT INTERVENES.

Tho Old Soldier Points Out How Easily
England Could Ho invaded, and Makes
DeuinitdsWhlchCausodProslding Officer
to Declare Such Proposals out of Order
Ho Declares France tin; Equal of ling-

laud, Whose Premier Itcccntly Express¬
ed Signillcniil Pears.

(By Telegraph to Vtrglnlan-Pllot.)
Paris, Dec. 4.General Mercier caused

a deep sensation in the senate to-day
during the debate on the naval bill by
pointing out the ease by which Eng¬
land could be Invaded, lie demanded
that the government introduce Into the
plans for mobilization of the army the
navy methods for the rapid embarka¬
tion ami debarkation of an expedition¬ary corps. Tho president, M. Fal¬lleres, intervened, declaring that such
proposals wore out of order.

T1U0 PRESIDENT'S REMARKS.
"In view of the possibility of warwith Great Britain, the usq of the armyIs not sufficiently taken Into account.Tho times are not the same as theywere a hundred years ago. steam, thenavy, the telegraph and the railroadhave rendered the problem of tho in¬vasion ot England much easier of ;a>-

CONGRESS ARRANGING
TO DO BUSINESS.

The Program of Senate Leaders
Taken Up in Earnest.

BRIEF SESSION OF HOUSE.

Tho Ship Subsidy BUI Made Iho Unfinished
Business of tho Sonata Americana Au¬
thorised > Accept Decorations From
Foreign Killers.Senator Fryo's Speech
in Support of ship Subsidy inn Amend¬
ments to Root Army Hill Ottered In tlio
llousu Oilier Matters of Interest.

(By Telegraph to Vlrglnlan-Pllot.)
Washington, Dee. 4..The program

of the senate leaders for a business
session was taken up in earnest today
and material progress was made.
What is popularly known as the ship
subsidy bill was made the unfinished
business of the senate Instead of the
Spooner Philippine measure and the
discussion of It was opened by Mr.
Frye, of Maine, chairman of the com¬
mittee on commerce, from which the
measure was reported.Mr. Allison presented the credentials
of Jonathan Premise Dolllver, who
was appointed to succeed the late Sen¬
ator John Henry Gear, of Iowa. Mr.
Dolllver, escorted by Mr. Allison, pre¬
sented himself at the desk, where the
oath of ofllce was administered to him
by President Pro Tern Frye.

A Prominent Republican and Leader on the (loot- of the United States Semite

luiion. Moreover, England herself Is
no longer the same. Tlie Transvaal
war has shown lhat the British army,
although brave, is not.equal to the task
which England expected It to perform.
The British navy Is powerful, but It
has many coasts to defend.
FRANCE ENGLAND'S EQUAL.
"France, therefore, is numerically

England's equal at certain points, and
Is even her superior in the Instruments
of destruction; History furnishes many
instances of mutiny In the English
navy at the moment of ha'He. A. land¬
ing in England is, therefore, not be¬
yond realization.
"This is not only my opinion, but

that also of high naval officers. The
British premier recently expressed sig¬nificant fears; and. if the principle of
landing is admitted, the practical
means of execution may be discussed.

"I venture to think that the work T
prepare while commanding an army
corps could serve as a basis for such
a project which would riot be expen¬
sive."

PROTESTS RAISED.
At this point protests were raised,

and M. Fallleres asked General Mi r-
cler not to enter into the details of
the scheme.
^ MERCIER REPLIES.
General Mercier replied that the

.scheme could be "hold over the head
of England like the sword of Damo¬
cles," nnd he proposed a resolution
that the senate should Invite the gov¬
ernment to complete immediately pre¬
paration!* for the mobilization of the
army and navy by preparing every¬
thing' necessary to embark and dis¬
embark as rapidly as possible as ex¬
peditionary corps.

MORE PROTESTS.
Protests were raised from various

benches, and M. <le Lahessan, minister
of marine, followed the President's
ruling that the motion was out of or¬
der in the present debate by declaring
amid cheers that the government could
not possibly accept it.

BILLS PASSED-.
Among the bills passed were the fol¬lowing; To uuthorize the use of de¬positions iX'fore navnl courts In certain

cases, with an umendmcnt restrictingits operations to depositions taken atthe Instance of the accused; to author¬ize Captain N. M; Brooks, superinten¬dent of foreign malls, to accept the dec¬oration of the Bed Eagle of the Thirdt'Uiss from the Emperor of Germany;to authorize Hon. George D. Melkel-john to accept a decoration of Cheva¬lier of the First Class from the govern¬ment of Sweden nnd Norway: to en¬courage the holding or an Inlcr-Statcand West Indian Exposition In Char¬leston. S. C, In laoi. The measure ap¬propriates ?'J:.'J,OUO and admits exhibitsfree of duty.
When the unfinished business. Knownas the Spooner Philippine bill, was laidbefore the senate at 2 o'clock, Mr.i'rye. having previously yielded thegavel to Senator Gallinger, moved thaithe senate proceed to the considerationof the ship subsidy bin.Mr. Jones (Ark.) demanded the yeasami nays upon the motion. It prevail-(I, 38 to 2ft. as follows:Yens.Alrlrl.-h. Allison. Baker, Bttrd,Beverldge, Carter, Clark, Cullom, Dol-llver, Klkins. Foraker, Foster, Frye,GatUnger, Hale, Hanna, Hansbrough,llawley, Hoar. ICeari, Lodge, McConiaa,McCumber, McMillan, Mason, NelsonPenrose, Perkins. Platt (Connectl ut),Platt (New York). Quartes, Scott, Siell, Shoup, Stewart, Tluirston, Wet-more. Wolcott.3S.
Nays. Bacon, Berry, Clay, Cockrcll,Culberson, Harris, Holtfeld. Jones (Ar¬kansas); Kenney, Lindsay, Morgan.Pettlgrew, pettus. Sullivan, Tallaferro,Teller .Tlllman, Vest, Wellingion--20.
SENATOR FKYES HEMAUKS.

Mr. Frye then addressed the Senate.He said that with a boundle.-s sea-
coast, unparetleled and unapproachable
natural rcsouictv. shlp-bullders the
äqual of any in the world, the greatest
exports In the world and every other1
argument In our favor, the United

States ha.I permitted Its commercial
rivals to seize the pathways of com¬
merce! and hold them practically to the
exclusion m' this country.
Last year of all the enormous ex¬

ports and Imports of the United States,
only 0 per cent, wus carried in Ameri¬
can bottoms. Last year, Mr. Frye said,
tho United States paid to foreign na¬
tions, principally Great Britain ami
Germany, $500,000 a day for doing car¬
rying trade work for this country.
A FIERCE COMMERCIAL WAR.
"The world." Mr. Frye declared, "has

entered upon a tierce commercial war,
und it Is to be a long and strenuous
conflict. En< h nation Is seeking the
advantage ol Its rivals In this conflict
and Is pressing forward to gain that
advantage. Most of the foreign na¬
tions are looking for commercial ad¬
vantage in the east. Russia. France,
Groat Britain, Italy and Germany are
paying an a gregate of $r>,noo.000 per
year in sub.-' lies tor the carrying ship's
of the eastern trade."

WHAT IT >'OSTS US.
He pointed out that under presentconditions it osts the United States

from -10 to SO per cent, more, principallyin wages ami food, to operate Its shipsthan it costs Great Britain, and nbout
SO per cent, more than It costs Norway,and yet the United States Is forced to
compete, under such a handicap, with
the encouraged and protected ships of
foreign countries, lie maintained that
export bounties were impracticable,ami that in the matter of discriminat¬
ing duties the United States would en¬
counter no less than thirty-one differ¬
ent treaties These would have to be
abrogated if discriminating duties are
enforce,!. The abrogation of these
treaties would be an offence to everynation Involved. His figures Indicated
that ships of Great Britain had an ad¬
vantage of front $4.CO to Sä per grosston over American ships in the ex¬
pense of construction and operation.Mr. Frye explained how the subsidypayment was regulated.

QUESTIONS AND REPLIES.
Mr. Clay, of Georgia, asked If It were

not true that n 21-knot ship would not
draw under the bill j:ioi,noo a year.Mr. Frye replied that the amount
drawn by such vessel would he about$22,000 In excess of her coal consump¬tion and handling.
"But." persisted Mr. flay, "is not the

gross amount <d' the subsidy of the 21-
knot ship $:ifll.000 a year under this
bill?"
Mr. Frye admitted that il was.
"I understand." said Mr. flay, "»hat

the 10-knot nnd 12-knot ships, which
carry the agricultural products of the
country, do not receive more than one-third the subsidy of the fast passengervessels, which carry no agricultural
products."
"And 1 was showing," responded Mr.Frye, "thai the low speed vessels werethe ones which received the actual ben¬efits from the subsidy, and not the fast

passenger ships."
The suiate. at :>:."> p. n>.. held a brief

executive Bcssion, after which It ad¬journed.
T1I13 UOUSI3.

The session of the House to-day wasbrief. Tho real work will begin to¬
morrow, when the House will take upthe consideration of the army reorgani¬zation bill whic h Mr. Hull, chairman oftho committee cm military affairs, re¬ported to-day. He explained the ur¬
gent necessity for immediate action.The objection to the swearing in ofMr. Connor, of Iowa, the successor ofSenator Dolllver, whic h was raised byMr. Bailey, of Texas, yesterday, was
removed to-day by the presentation of
a new set of credentials from Gov¬
ernor Shaw, and he took the oath.
Three tills were passed under thecall of committees, the most importantbeing one to provide for the detail of

tmt to exi eed U"> retired army officersand 300 non-commissioned officers asmilitary Instructors In the publicschools of stich cities as adopt a sys¬tem of military Instruction. T,e
others were "to prevent the failure of
military justice" and to legalize nnIssue of $250,000 of bonds by Ptmncounty, Arizona.
The resignation of Mr. Devrles, ofCalifornia, who is now a member ofthe board of_gonc>ral appmiuor-i'. was

laid before the House. '

The speaker announced the appoint¬ment of Mr. Davis, of Florida, as a
member of the committee on merchantmarine and fisheries.

A RMV 1:EORQA NIZÄTION.
Mr. Hull, of Iowa, chairman of the

military affairs committee, reportedthe army reorganization bill. The vol¬
ume.-: under the present law. he said,
must be mustered out July l. and everyone must feel the Imperative need of
providing for a new army, lie asked
unanimous consent that the bill be
taken up to-morrow. Mr. Stilzer ob¬
jected.
Tili: 013NT JNNIAL ANNIVERSARY
A resolution providing for memorial

exercises in the hall of representatives
on the occasion of the celebration of
the rentennlal anniversary of tho
founding of the government at Wash¬
ington. December 12, was adopted. At
1:35 p. 111. the house adjourned.

APPROPRIATION BILL.
Washington. Dec. 4..The committee[on appropriations of the house to-daycompleted the legislative, executive

and judicial appropriation bill. The
committee expects to bo able to ob¬
tain c mslderatlon for tho bill to-mor¬
row. The bill carries $24 49C.50\ being$003,1 II less than the estimates and
$289,496 more than is carried by the
present law. The whole number of sal¬
arier provided for in the bill Is 756 less
than lb'- number estimated for nnd an
net ise of 120 over that carried in the
present law.

Til ROOT BILL AMENDMENTS.
The bill reported by tho house mili¬

tary committee to-day Is the Root bill,
amended. Most of those changes have
been reported. Two sections were nd-
,),. i (o bill to-day. the first'of which
'.s meant to cover tho case of General
Shnfl and the last of General Fi .¦¦/.-
hugli I. ind .lames H. Wilson. These
sections are:

41. Thai the President is hereby au¬
thorized to select from the retired list
of the army an officer not above the
ran!« of brigadier general who may
have distinguished himself during the
war with Spajn In eonimnnd of a sepn
rate arm'y. and to appoint, by and
with the advice and consent of the sen¬
ate, the officer so selected to he majorgeneral. United States army, with (he
pay and allowance established hv" law
for officers of that grade on the retired
list. .

,
."...'."*

42. Thnt the President (a authorized
to select from the brigadier generals of
volunteers two Volunteer officers, with-.

Continuccl on Page 6.

ECHOES FROM THE
CHINESE EMPIRE.

Ineffectual Attempts of Kalgan
Expedition to Engage Natives.

MANY CHINESE EXECUTED.
Three Mandarins nnd Twenty-three lioxcrs

Executed For Massncro of Converts .
Continuous Disturbances In tho Interior
-Tin- Author of Outrages Upon Fno

Ting I'u Missionaries to Ito Decapitated
.German Losses-Another Expedition
Sent Against Chinese Troops.

(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)
London. Dec. 4..A special dispatch

from Nakow Pass, dated November 30,
says tho Klugun expedition was Inef¬
fective, the Chinese evading all at¬
tempts to engage them. The towns
enroute were occupied unopposed and
some tolls of skins and silver were le¬
vied. The cavalry captured the bag¬
gage of the retreating Chinese force at
Swcn Hwa Fu, killed thirty of Its
guards and secured 20,000 taels.

MANDARINS EXECUTED.
Three mandarins, who were Instiga¬tors of the massacre of converts atTsi Ming and 23 Hoxers were executed,but the Germans generally Ignored evi¬

dences of anti-foreign activity. There
are continuous disturbances In the In¬
terior, where the dispatch adds, a badImpression has been made by the ex¬
cessive withdrawal of foreign troopsand the complacence of the allies. Themissionaries anticipate a recrudescenceof the outrages.
UNCLE SAM AND JOHN RULL.
United States Ambassador Choatehad a long conversation today withthe secretary of state for foreign af¬

fairs, the Marquis of Lansdowne, in
which the proposed alternatives and
amendments In Secretary Hay's recent
note and the notes of the other pow¬
ers were fully discussed. Nothing def¬inite was arrived at. Lord Lans¬downe showed the most friendlyspirit.
Mr. Choate is notifying SecretaryHuy of Lord Lansdowne's views. Fur¬ther consultation will follow shortly.
SATISFACTORY ASSURANCES.
Shanghai, Dec. 4..The Yang Tsoviceroys, who are masters of the sit¬uation, gave Vice-Admiral Seymoursatisfactory assurances of their futurepolicy on the occasion of his recentvisit to these officials.

CANDIDATE FOR DECAPITATION.
Tien Tsln, Monday, Dec. 3..TangWen Huaan, the author of the out¬

rages upon the Pno Ting Fu mission¬
aries, arrived to-day nnd was paraded
through the Victoria road In a cart
under a strong German guard previous
to being handed over to the provisional
government for decapitation.

GERMAN LOSSES.
Shanghai, Dee. 4..It Is reported In

Tien Tsln thnt the Germans lost twen¬
ty killed and many wounded west of
PttO Ting Fu. where they were at¬
tacked by twenty-live hundred Hoxers.

ANOTHER EXPEDITION.
Berlin, Dee. 4,.A dispatch from

Field Marshal Count von Walderseo.
date Pekln, Monday, December 3,
says a considerable force of Chinese
regulars has taken up a position at
Bnng Chou, '.'."> kilometres southward of
Tien -Tsin,_.'nul Ih.iL LWO detachments
of troops from Tien Tstn, commanded
by Colonel Lohrscheidt and Major
Falkenhayn, ate proceeding against
these Chinese.

A CONCILIATORY DISPATCH.
Dr. Mumm von Schwarzenstein, the

German minister to China, cables that
he has received n conciliatory dispatch
from Yuan Shi Kai (the military gov¬
ernor of the province of Sluing Tuns),
assuming full responsibility for the
snfetv of Bishop Anzer, who Is about
to proceed to Tsi Nan Fu, to confer
with Yuan Shi Kal.
FRUITLESS MEETING OF ENVOYS.

Pekln, Dec. 4..As was expected, the
meeting of the foreign envoys to-day
did not result In any definite conclu¬
sion, owing to the fact that not all of
the governments have notified their re¬
presentatives as to the form of tho
preliminary note to the Chinese pleni¬
potentiaries. Mr. Conger, the United
States minister, said after the meeting:
"Apparently it is the desire of all to

arrive at a satisfactory conclusion. I
believe the next meting will be the
last, but will not be called until every
minister has received definite instruc¬
tions covering all contingencies. Per¬
sonally I am satisfied with the results
of the proceedings to-day."

COMMANDER HALL«

HIS CONDITION SAID TO BE MORE
HOPEFUL.

The many friends of LleuteVtant-Com-
mander Hall, who was injured Monday
in the Brooklyn navy-yard, will rejoice
to read the following dispatch, received
by the Vlrginlan-Pllot at an early
hour this morning:
"New York. Dec. f>.- -Physicians at¬

tending Lieutenant-Commander Rey¬
nolds T. Hall, whose skull was frac¬
tured by a falling beam at the navy-
yard here yesterday are more hopeful
to-day of the patlpnt's recovery."
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